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1. Paulie

DIRECTOR: John Roberts

This film is about a talking blue
crowned conure, who’s looking for
hislonglost owner—a little girl
Marie. After Marie falls off the roof
in an attempt to teach Paulie to fly,
her parents send him away. Paulie
is passed from one owner to
another, eventually ending up at an
animal testing lab. He recounts his
adventures to a Russian immigrant
janitor, who helps him on his quest.
The two friends are reunited in the
end. The little bird teaches us that
life, with all its ups-and-downs, is
still worth living and that faith is
the greatest gift one could have.
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Love animals? Here's a look at 13 movies that
celebrate humans bonding with their pets. Enjoy
watching with your furry friends! by rimika Jain

2. Free Willy

DIRECTOR: Simon Wincer

When 12-year-old Jesse learns
that his beloved Orca is to be killed
by the aquarium owners, he risks
everything to free the whale. It's a
sweet story of bonding and risking
everything for friendship.

3. Eight Below

DIRECTOR: Frank Marshall
Loosely based on a true story about
a Japanese Antarctica expedition
that went back to save their dogs,
this one features American
survival guide who goes back for
his sled dogs. It shows many things

humans can learn from dogs, such
as friendship, loyalty, sharing and
sacrifice for their team members.
Parental warning: The filmisa
solid adventure film but can be
intense at times.

4. ATiger's Tail

DIRECTOR: Michael J Sarna

This one is a heart-warming tale of
fun and friendship between a
young boy Billy, his lovable dog
Buster, and a curious tiger cub
named Luna. When the cub
escapes an animal sanctuary and
follows Billy home, he hides her in
his bedroom. Yet Luna keeps
getting into mischief, making it

virtually impossible for Billy to
keep her hidden. She gets out and
wreaks havoc on his parents’ home.
It becomes Billy’s responsibility
then to return the cub safely. Some
animals are better off in the wild!

5. Bolt

DIRECTORS: Byron Howard,
Chris Williams

Bolt starsin a TV series where he
possesses superpowers. He
believes his powers are real and
embarks on a mission to save his
beloved human friend. He
eventually discovers that his
powers aren’t real but also that he
doesn’t really need any
superpowers to be a hero.

6. Marley & Me

DIRECTOR: David Frankel

A couple adopts Marley, a
Labrador, as they chew on the idea
of starting a family. While Marley
grows into a 100-pound impulsive
dog who hasn’t lost his puppy
energy and refuses to be trained, he

tests everyone’s patience around
him. At some point, they even
consider giving him away but
quickly realise that he has become
an indispensable part of the family.
He stays with them till his dying
day. Lesson of the movie: Dogs have
personalities, and they don’t care if
you're rich or poor. Once they’ve
committed, they’re yours for life!

7.Duma

DIRECTOR: Carroll Ballard

Set in South Africa, this is the tale
of an unbreakable bond between a
cheetah named Duma and a boy
named Xan. After Xan finds Duma
orphaned on the road, Duma grows
up as part of the family. Xan’s dad
advises him to return his
inseparable friend to the jungle
before he grows too old to survive
in his natural habitat. The family
moves to Johannesburg where the
cheetah wreaks havoc. Reluctantly,
Xan realises it’s the right thing to
do. Although romanticised, the
movie tells a compelling story
about love and redemption.

8. The Secret Life of Pets
DIRECTORS: Chris Renaud
and Yarrow Cheney

Max, a terrier who'’s convinced of
being the centre of its owner’s
universe gets jealous as she adopts
Duke, a stray mongrel and showers
him with attention. The rivalry
gets them into trouble but they
have to unite against a conniving
bunny named Snowball.
Eventually, the canine duo become
friends. While the movie is meant
to entertain, it’s also got people
looking at the world through their
pet’s eyes. Parental warning: The
film is rated PG because of rude
humour and a bit of violence.
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9.Hachi: A Dog's Tale
DIRECTOR: Lasse Halstrom

This is the amazing true story of
Hachiko the dog, who has his
statue next to Shibuya Train
Station in Tokyo. In the movie, a
professor finds an abandoned pup
and takes him home. Over a period
of time, he forms an unbreakable
bond with the Japanese Akita. The
master dies of a stroke but the dog
continues to visit the station for
another 10 years, where he used to
greet him! Hachi has since become
a symbol of faithfulness.

10. Oddball
DIRECTOR: Stuart McDonald

Inspired by a true story, the film
revolves around an eccentric
chicken farmer and his
granddaughter training a
mischievous Maremma sheepdog
named Oddball to protect a
penguin sanctuary from foxes and
to save their seaside town. In fact,
it has given conservationists a
radical idea that’s changed how
penguins are protected globally.
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11. Max

DIRECTOR: Boaz Yakin

The starting credits of the film
show real photos of war dogs and
their trainers. Max, a Malinois, is
used to help US marines in
Afghanistan. In a tragic incident,
he gets injured and his owner Kyle
gets shot. Max is sent back to Kyle’s
family as he’s too attached to him
to work with anyone else. The
family adopts the dog, who would
otherwise be euthanised for his
disturbed behaviour. The story
picks up on the ensuing friendship
between Kyle’s younger brother
Justin, and bringing the bad guys
to justice. The Director clearly
wanted to make a film about the
loyalty of military working dogs,
and the impact of war on these
faithful animals.

12. Air Bud
DIRECTOR: Charles Martin Smith

This film is about a golden
retriever named Buddy who is
abused by his former owner and
becomes friends with a 12-year-old
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boy. After his father’s accidental
death, Josh’s family moves to a
small town where he has no friends
and practices basketball alone on
an abandoned court. Josh is
amazed when he realizes that
Buddy loves basketball too, and is
actually quite good at it. Buddy’s
talent draws media attention and
the two friends are threatened with
separation as the former owner
comes to claim Buddy. The unique
human-canine bond is at the heart
of this film, where one learns that
‘Play’ builds relationships.

13. Hotel for Dogs
DIRECTOR: Thor Freudenthal

This is a film sure to impress any
kid with a creative streak. When
their new guardians forbid two
siblings to have a pet, they have to
use their wit to help find a new
home for their dog, Friday. They
transform an abandoned hotel into
amagical dog-paradise, eventually
taking in and providing a home to
all of Friday’s four legged furry
friends. A fun watch every pet
loving person would love! ®




